
CALIFORNIA WETLANDS CONSERVATION POLICY

Date:

Organizational Structure:

Consensus:

Coordinated by:

Process:

Components: I. Statewide Policy Initiatives
Statewide wetlands inventory

- establish a wetlands accounting  system
- identify regional and statewide restoration and

enhancement goals
Support of wetland planning

- encourage local and regional wetlands planning in
coordination with state growth management policies

Improved administration of existing regulatory programs
- assume the Federal Clean Water-Act Section 404

permitting authorities on an incremental basis
- develop and adopt a consistent wetland definition

for state regulatory purposes (in line w/ Federal)
- develop and adopt a state policy regarding Army

Corps of Engineers Nationwide Permit
- develop and adopt consistent wetlands standards

and guidelines
- enhance efficiency of and coordination in the

wetland permitting process
- encourage regulatory flexibility in specific

situations
Strengthened landowner incentives to protect wetlands

- support USDA’s Wetlands Reserve Program and
other public financial incentive programs

- support other existing programs to voluntarily
acquire, restore, enhance and manage wetlands

- enhanc coordination of State, Federal and private
voluntary acquisition, restoration, enhancement and
management programs

- suppprt natural resources bond act (state specific?)
- publish a landowners assistance guide outlining

incentive programs
Support for mitigation banking



CALIFORNIA WETLANDS CONSERVATION POLICY (continued)

Development and expansion of other wetland programs
- address management and operations of wetlands
- establish state level wetlands information

clearinghouse, education and research programs
- direct State agencies to develop internal policies

and programs to encourage wetland conservation
activities

- work with Federal agencies to maximize and
coordinate wetlands conservation activities on
Federal lands

Integration of wetlands policy and planning with other
environmental and land use processes

II. Three Geographically Based Regional Strategies
     These projects permit State government to tailor
statewide policies and prgrams to local conditions, help the
State learn what works and what does not, and can be
implemented in those parts of the State where a high
likelihood of success will help sustain public support for
the program over time.

- Central Valley:  support funding of financial incentive
programs; initiate an endangered species planning
prcoess; develop pilot wetlands mitigation banks;
initiate a flood management/wetlands habitat program

- San Francisco Bay Area:  wetlands inventory of the
Bay area; incorporate wetlands and restoration
inventory information into broader, participatory
wetlands planning effort; promote wetland acquisition,
trade, restoration and enhancement; encourage
landowner incentives; improve the wetlands permitting
process

- Southern California: coordinate regional wetland
conservation activities in the region by establishing the
“Southern California Joint Venture”

III.  Creation of an Interagency Wetlands Task Force
- to direct and coordinate administration and

implementation of the Policy


